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Cutting a Christmas tree, the 
first step for Christmas 

by Izzy Peterson 

Reporter 

After Thanksgiving, millions of families 
go out and choose a Christmas tree to bring 
into their homes and decorate. The pure joy 
of hanging those ornaments is a well-known 
feeling, the sight of the angel being placed 
on the tree's peak magnificent. In order to 
fully enjoy Christmas, some go on a mission 
to find theperfect tree. There are many tree 
farms in Frederick County, each dedicated 
to helping to create the prime holiday 
experience. 

Growing and caring for Christmas trees is 
a ten-year journey. There are many different 
types of trees; although the most popular is 
the classic Douglas fir. The common debate 
rages on about artificial vs. living trees. For 
the many visitors to tree farms, there's no 
contest. 

Most people don't realize how much work 

foes into growing Christmas trees. At Gaver 
ree Farm, located on Detrick Road, families 
can either cut their Christmas trees fresh 
from the ground, or request the type of tree 
they want and the staff will cut it down. "It's 
a full-time job," said Linda Gaver. "There are 
people working all year pruning, shaping, 
and shearing the Christmas trees." 



Send the Lance a photo of your 
Christmas tree! 
theh 



"Most people don't realize how long it 
takes to grow the trees. Most have been in 
the ground ten years to get the ideal height 
of seven or eight feet," Gaver said. 

At this time of the year, tree farms 
are seeing the first flood of customers that 
arrive in the month or so before Christmas. 
At Timber Falls Tree Farm, located on Old 
Frederick Road in Mount Airy, the employees 
are hard at work. "The trees get a trim' a 
month or two before December to shape the 
trees into fat, skinny, and just right shapes," 
said Jim Himel, the owner of Timber Falls 
Tree Farm. 

For a lot of families, choosing a time that 
is convenient for everyone to go together to 
find the tree is important. "The busiest time at 
our tree farm is two weeks before Christmas 
on the weekend," said Himel. The busiest 
times differ from farm to farm. "The most 
popular times that our customers purchase 
trees are the first and second weekends in 
December. This has proved to be the case 
for the past 15 years," Said Barbara Willets, 
an owner of E&E Trees, Inc. in Walkersville, 
Maryland. 

What consumers don't realize is that 
the farmers who work on preparing and 

f rowing the trees hardly ever catch a break, 
'or them, the Christmas season is all about 
work. There is no relaxing, baking cookies, 
or visiting the family. 



Read the full story at: 
http://my.hsj.org/558562 



Buchanan wins school Poetry Out Loud contest 

by Tina Hall 



Reporter 

The school wide 
competition for 

Poetry Out Loud 
took place on Friday, 
November 30th m 
the LHS auditorium. 
This determined who 
will continue onto the 
regional competition 
on January 4th. 

Morgan 
Buchanan (Class of 
2015) won first place 
in the competition; 
Abbie Weinel (Class 
of 2016) came in 
second: and Helen. 
Snell (Class of 2013) 
came in third. 

The next step 
for Buchanan, who 
recited Lucille Clifton 

eoem "[If Mama/ 
ould See]" is the 
county competition 
at the Frederick Arts 
Center on January 
4th at 4:30 p.m. She 
must memorize two 
additional poems. 

"It helped me 
performance wise, and 
to just get out there," 
said Buchanan. 

The judges were 
Mr. Dan Lake, Mr. 
Damen Norko, Mrs. 
Tracey Cassidy, Mr. 



David Franceschina, 
and Ms. Kelly 
Emery. 

Poetry Out 

Loud is a national 
competition 
involving the 

memorization 
and recitation of 
classic and modern 
poetry. Students are 
required to choose a 
poem from the Poetry 
Out Loud website 
(poetry outloud, 
org), and recite it 
from memory, with 
understanding and 
character in the 
delivery. 

The contest 

starts at the 
school level. The 
winners from that 
competition then 
continue on to the 
regional competition, 
then state, and those 
winners compete 
nationally. The 

winner or the entire 
competition receives 
a $20,000 prize. 

Students 
practice articulating 
and reciting their 
poem accurately. 
The pacing of the 
recitation, including 
pauses, and some 
racial expressions 




(just not dramatic), 
can make all the 
difference," stated 
Christine Stewart, 
the program director 
for POL in MD, 

The class winners 
for the competition 
were Valerie Becker, 
Morgan Buchanan, 
Patrick Doughtery, 
Connor Eubinag, 

Madelyn Grodhal, 
Shawn Hanan, 

Adam Howell, Annee 
Lyons, Kaite Mayne, 
Marissa Maze, Danny 
Plugge, Gretchen 

Price, EmmaLeigh 
Ruiz, Chaney Schultz, 
Kasal Smaha, Helen 
Snell, Anna Spitale, 
Kalin Stewart, Megan 
Wener, Abbie WieneL 
Maria Wills, and 
Hanna Winer. 




Maryland approves Dream Act by popular vote 



by Holly Gambrell 

Editor 

Tuesday, 
November 6th brought 
historic changes to 
the state of Maryland. 
Voters went to the 
polls to weigh in on 
issues such as gay 
marriage, casinos, 
school charters, etc. 
One of the key ballot 
questions this year 
was Question Number 
4, Maryland's version 
of the Dream Act. It 
passed with 58.3%. 

The Dream Act 
establishes that 

undocumented 
immigrants in 

Maryland are now 
eligible to pay in- 
state tuition rates at 
community colleges 
and at four-year 



public colleges and 
universities in the 
state of Maryland. 

The Act has seen 
heated discussion, 
especially 




immigration laws 

have divided most 
states down party 
lines. 

The official 

Frederick County 
Republican view 

was "We recommend 



voting 'against' in 
order -— to - ensure 
that only citizens 
or legal residents 
obtain college tuition 
benefits." 

Supporters of 

the bill explain 
that allowing 

undocumented 
immigrants the 

opportunity to go to 
college will, in turn, 
bring Maryland 

economic growth, 
providing immigrants 
with education, 

they are given the 
opportunity to get 
better jobs, earn a 
bigger salary, and, 
in return, become 
independent, 
successful citizens. 



Read the full story ai 
httD://mv.hsi. ore/5585 



LHS gives back this Holiday Season! 

-Student Class Competition or buy a teacher a pie: to raise money 

for the homeless families of LHS 12/3 - 12/14 

-Warming the Lancer Spirit Giving Tree: In main office (donate 

mittens, hats, scarves, etc.) 

-Egg Nog Jog: 12/22 Bring a toy to benefit Quentin Ingram Toy 

Drive 



Be a part of the award-winning school newspaper! 

www.my.hsj.org/thelance Contribute to The Lance by sending school related 

Join the Lancer Media Club! photographs to thelancelhs@gmail.com 













2004 grad Joe Alexander 
hopes to return to NBA 



Luke Lafferty 

Reporter 




Alexander on draft day in 
2008-photo by Tom Lynn 

"Good evening ladies 
and gentlemen, welcome 
to the 2008 NBA Draft," 
Those words, spoken by 
NBA Commissioner David 
Stern, were . the start of 
a very exciting day for 
Linganore graduate Joe 
Alexander, the only NBA 
lottery pick to ever come 
from Frederick County. 

Alexander was 

selected by the Milwaukee 
Bucks with the 8th 
overall pick in the draft. 

This was the beginning 
of a rocky professional 
career for Alexander, 
a member of the LHS 
Class of 2004. After a 
successful career at West 
Virginia University, where 
Alexander earned all-Big 
East first team honors 
and an ail-American 
honorable mention, there 
were high hopes for him 
going into the NBA, 



Over the next two 
seasons Joe played like 
an average rookie, scoring 
15 points against the LA 
Lakers in December 2008 
and recording a career 
high 16 points in March 
2009. In his rookie season 
Alexander averaged 4.7 
points and shot nearly 
42% from the floor in 12 
minutes a game, very 
good numbers given his 
relatively low playing time. 

However, Alexander 
was bothered by a few 
injuries, including a 
hamstring injury, which 
affected his performance 
on the court and caused 
him to miss some time. 
After being sent to the 
NBA Developmental 

League, where he earned 
All-League and All- Star 
honors, Joe had workouts 
for several NBA teams, 
but unfortunately a 
lockout delayed his hopes 
of returning to the NBA. 

Alexander signed with 
BC Krasnye Krylia in 
Russia during the lockout. 
He played well, but a 
stress fracture in his leg 
kept him sidelined for most 
of the season and has been 
bothering him ever since. 

Hopefully, Alexander's 
work ethic will carry him 
back to the NBA. Joe's 
brother, John, confirmed 
that he is back in the 
United States working to 
get healthy and eventually 
get back in the NBA. 
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This photo captures the daytime view of 
this house on route 26 in Liberty town which 
attracts many more visitors at night. 
photo by Toree Morton 



Media contributes to 
body image illness 



Morgan Buchanan 

Reporter 

Across America, people 
(especially women) look at 
themselves in the mirror 
and hate what they see. 
Negativity fills their minds 
with words like 
"fat," "ugly" | 
or "not good 
enough." With 
the media 

pushing such 
a dangerously 
thin body 

image, it is 
easy to compare 
oneself to those 
who wear a mere size 2. 

"It's bad but we 
compare ourselves to each 
other," said Hanna Winer, 
a senior and model who 
has participated in runway 
shows. Girls do this all of 
the time, whether they're 
comparing themselves to 




their peers or to someone on 
the cover of a magazine. 

In today's society 
there seems to be a certain 
standard, or rather, 
expectation held for girls. 
Alumni Chloe 
Ratchford, 
class of 2012 
said, "Girls are 
assumed to be 
thin with no 
flaws, which 
couldn't be 

farther from the 
truth." 

According 
to About-Face. 
org the "ideal" woman 
portrayed by the media is, 
on average, 13-19 percent 
below a healthy weight, and 
most women simply cannot 
achieve this "ideal." 



Reading a novel is the perfect 
prescription for teen troubles 



Olivia Goldstein 

Reporter 

In a world where 
many adults think 
teens don't read 
anymore, hundreds 
of thousands of 
adolescents every day 
are glued to reading 
fiction. Some are 
"reading for school" or 
"re ading for pleasure ." 
Many are reading 
for an experience. 
No matter what age, 




everyone can say they 
were forever changed 
by a book, whether 
it was a fantasy like 
the Harry Potter 
series that got them 
to love reading, or a 
truthful coming of 
age novel, like To 
Kill a Mockingbird. 
Reading is powerful. 
"Everything I 
seem to read somehow 
changes how I view or 
how I do something, 
whether 
it's a novel 
about 
Vincent 
Van 
Gogh's 
love life 
or about a 
book thief 
during 
World 
War II" 



sophomore 
Angelica Burr said. 

Since The 

Catcher in the Rye 
was written in 1951 
(though intended 

for adults), young 
adult literature has 
been popular, often 
because it confronts 
taboo issues such as 
drugs, depression, 
and sexual themes. 

Teen novels can 
change the way a 
teenager sees the 
world, or sees one's 
self. The Perks of Being 
a Wallflower has been 
a phenomenon since 
it was published and 
is getting a revival 
now with the film also 
directed by Chbosky. 
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